Scunthorpe’s Junior Athletes win treasure trove of medals at County champs
May 9th and 10th saw the Humberside County champs been run for the first time alongside the Yorkshire Championships at Don Valley, international stadium, Sheffield. The international class facilities proved a positive spur for the Scunthorpe and district young Athletes who went on a medal rampage winning 10 Golds , 12 silvers and 4 Bronze along with numerous personal bests and one county record and one championship best performance.

The county record went to Ellie STANDERLINE Who won gold in the Under 13’s 80m final after she had set a Humberside championship best performance and county record of 11.25 in the heat. Unfortunately the wind had swung round to a head wind by the final else she would probably have gone quicker. Ellie rounded of her golden day by winning the long jump as well. 
Another record breaker was Ashley WREN who completed a golden hat trick in the under 17’s men. Ashley yet again improved his long jump record continuing to push towards his 7 metre goal. His winning jump of 6.68m was a championship best performance and would have won the U20 event and gained him 3rd place in the senior men’s event. Showing he is already one of the top jumper in Yorkshire as well as Humberside. He then won the 100m and 200m without having to stretch himself and risk injury before the sprint relay.
As is becoming the case this season  he was closely followed by Josh Bones who won the u17 triple jump then finished  2nd in the long jump. Josh then also withdrew from the individual sprints after suffering a sore heel again to save himself for the sprint relay.

Also in the u17’s Kieran BURR took silver in the javelin, despite working off a short run up. Kieran only started throwing last year and is starting to show he has immense potential as he improves his technique and progresses to a full run up. Hopefully big throws are just around the corner.

The under 17 girls not wanting to be out done had there own stars. Firstly Sophie Croft achieved the qualifying time for English schools finals when finishing 2nd in the 200m, she also had a solid run in 100m finishing third.

As always in the u17’s were the KAYE sisters. Alice finished with 2 medals taking a gold in the 80m hurdles and bronze in the 200m been just inched out by Sophie and only just missing out on the English schools qualifying time. Sister Laura then showed her continued improvement winning the 1500m in a new personal best.
The biggest medal winning age group was the u15 boys which is even more remarkable with the three athletes been at the bottom of the age group. Leading the way was Jacob HAMMOND who won 6 medals, setting 5 personal bests along the way. He took Gold in the 1500m, silver in the Discus, 800m and long jump and bronze in the shot and 80m hurdles. The hurdles race saw a club battle between Jacob and Anthony GILLATT both athletes took nearly a second off their best times with Anthony gaining the upper hand and winning silver by 0.01 sec. Anthony then took bronze in the long jump and discus. Rounding off the medals in the age group Andrew HARMES took 1st place in the javelin.

The u 15 girls saw the strength of Scunthorpe’s throwing section .With 2 medals for Alicia BONES who took silver in the shot and javelin.  Kate PATTISON showed her potential in the throws by moving up to the under 15 girls in the discus and claimed 2nd place. The following day she moved back to her own age group the u13’s and won gold in the shot putt with a distance of 8.10m which would have won the Yorkshire championship as well.
The u15 girls also saw a bronze for Freya BRADSHAW in the long jump.

A large group of Scunthorpe athletes and supporters then stayed back to watch the Final gold of the championships achieved by the u17’s men’s 4x100m relay squad. The squad was led off by Tom Carlyon , who handed onto Jordan Williams, the bend was run by Ashley WREN and the team was anchored by Josh BONES. They recorded a time of 45.21 which would have gained them 3rd place in the senior men’s event and was only just outside the English schools qualifying time. Not bad for a team on its first time out after only 3 weeks of practice. They are now aiming to take in more events and gain the qualifying time in the hope the county selectors will not split up the team.
